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SUBJECT: SAUDI T.V. TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 

REF STATE 131243 

1. EMBASSY AGREES THAT SOME OF CESARO VERSION OF SAUDI LONGING 
TO SWITCH TO U.S. SOURCE MAY BE SELF-SERVING. NEVERTHELESS, 

HE IS CORRECT IN THAT THE SAG GAVE EVERY INDICATION OF WISHING 
TO CHOOSE U.S. RATHER THAN SECAM COLOR TELEVISION SYSTEM. 

THEY WERE INDEED BOUND BY KING FAISAL S WORD TO THE FRENCH, 
AGAINST MINCOMMUNICATION ADVICE. 

2. WHILE WE WOULD NOT LIKE TO HOLD OUT EVEN THE REMOTEST 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE SAUDIS WOULD REVERSE THEIR DECISION ON 
SECAM, IT WOULD CERTAINLY BE WORTHWHILE TO ARRANGE A SEMINAR 
SUCH AS CESARO SUGGESTS. WE ASSUME, OF COURSE, THAT SEMINAR 
WILL BE AT TCOM AND/OR OTHER CORPORATIONS' EXPENSE AND NOT 

BE BILLED TO THE SAUDIS UNDER THE TCA. IF THAT ASSUMPTION 
IS CORRECT WE SUGGEST THAT THE EMBASSY AND JOINT 
ECONOMIC COMMISSION REPS NOW IN RIYADH BE AUTHORIZED 
TO BROACH THE SUBJECT AND GIVEN MORE DETAILS ON FORMAT 
AND CONTENT OF SEMINAR. 
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